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(Newton, MA) Historic Newton has received a grant of $50,000 from the Massachusetts 

Historical Commission to help restore the Durant-Kenrick House on Waverly Avenue at Kenrick 

Street.  The Georgian style farmhouse, built in 1732-1735 as a fitting residence for gentleman 

farmers, preserves extensive period detail, including wide, high-ceilinged rooms; original 

beams and fireplaces; elaborate balusters; and rare, stenciled floors.   

The Massachusetts Historical Commission grant, together with donations from individuals, the 

Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund, and the Community Preservation Act, will help Historic 

Newton stabilize and repair the exterior of the house, which has suffered from age, weather, 

and deferred maintenance.  In supporting the Durant-Kenrick project, the City of Newton 

provided $2.7 million in Community Preservation Funds; an additional $1.5 million was 

provided by Newton residents, foundations, and corporate sponsors for restoration and 

preservation of the house and grounds.   

The restoration will be carried out by Ann Beha Architects, of Boston.  When it opens, the 

Durant-Kenrick House will literally double the museum space Historic Newton offers visitors, 

and will be a window into colonial-era and nineteenth-century life.  

The Durant-Kenrick House is in need of attention.  Damaged gutters have allowed rain to leak 

into the building.  Clapboards, sections of wall, and many window frames and sills have 

rotted.  Insects have infiltrated portions of some rooms.  Both chimneys are misaligned and 

need repointing.  And the forty-year old wood-and- asphalt roof has deteriorated and needs 

to be replaced by appropriately sized white cedar shingles.   

Historically, both the Durant and Kenrick families contributed much to the Newton 

community.  Edward Durant served as surveyor of highways, assessor, constable, and 

selectman.  He became a leader in the events that burgeoned into the American Revolution, 

and his sons fought at Lexington, Concord, and in other battles.   

During the nineteenth century, the Kenrick family made its mark as horticultural pioneers, 

developing the largest nursery in New England, becoming internationally known in pomology 

or fruit growing, and introducing the Beurre Bosc pear, many named peaches, and other fruits 

to the North American continent.  John Kenrick was an early abolitionist, publishing his book 

Horrors of Slavery in 1817, two decades before the anti-slavery movement fired many of his 

fellow New Englanders. 



“We’re thrilled and honored to be chosen to receive this grant from a very competitive field 

of applicants,” says Historic Newton Director Cindy Stone.  “The award speaks of the Durant-

Kenrick House as a worthwhile project of statewide importance.”   

This May, Historic Newton took ownership of the Durant-Kenrick House from the Durant 

Homestead Foundation, a family foundation.  Historic Newton has worked to plan, organize, 

and develop a capital campaign to raise money to transform the home into an exciting 

education center.   

 

#         #         # 

 

Historic Newton, is the umbrella name for the Newton Historical Society, Inc. (a 501(c)3 

organization), Historic Burying Grounds Preservation, Durant-Kenrick House and Grounds, and 

the City of Newton’s Jackson Homestead and Museum. For additional information please visit 

www.historicnewton.org 


